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Frank  W.  Melvin,  Chairman 


Invocation 

Review  of  Boy  Scouts  by  National  Commissioner 
Presentation  and  Fla"  Raisin"  by  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America 
Daniel  Boone  Ceremony 
Remarks: 


George  M.  Jones,  Member, 

Daniel  Boone  Homestead  Advisory  Committee 

Orren  H.  Lull,  National  Deputy  Executive  Director, 
National  Youth  Administration 

Dan  Beard,  National  Commissioner, 

Boy  Scouts  of  America 

George  H.  Earle,  Governor, 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 

Benediction 


Daniel  Boone  and  His  Scouts  Personified  by  High  School 
Students  of  Reading 

Music  by  Senior  High  School  Band  of  Reading 
Direction  of  Fred  Cardin 


DANIEL  BOONE  AND  HIS  PENNSYLVANIA  BEGINNINGS 


Although  Daniel  Boone’s  name  is  associated  most  frequently  with  his  great  pioneering  work  in  opening 
Kentucky  for  white  settlement,  his  birth  and  youth  in  Pennsylvania  supplied  the  background  and  influ- 
ence which  made  possible  his  later  achievements.  The  first  sixteen  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  four  intervals  in  his  later  activities  are  marked  by  his  return  to  the  region  where  he 
had  acquired  his  early  love  of  adventure. 

Daniel’s  grandfather,  George  Boone,  first  settled  his  family  in  what  is  now  Berks,  then  Bucks,  County 
in  1718,  on  a 400  acre  tract  along  Owatin  Creek.  Ihe  territory  was  then  part  of  William  Penn's 
frontier.  It  was  still  little  more  than  wilderness  in  1730  when  Squire  Boone,  George’s  oldest  son  and 
Daniel’s  father,  bought  a nearby  farm  of  250  acres.  Today  both  tracts  are  in  Exeter  Township,  Berks 
County,  eight  miles  southeast  of  Reading,  the  county  seat,  and  one  mile  north  of  US  422. 

Both  George  Boone  and  his  son  Squire  lived  in  log  cabins.  George  was  the  first  to  replace  his  original 
homestead  with  a large  stone  farmhouse,  which  he  began  to  build  in  1733,  but  Squire  continued  to  live 
in  his  cabin  until  after  Daniel’s  birth  in  1734.  How  large  the  cabin  was  cannot  be  determined,  but  since 
Squire  Boone’s  family  of  eleven  children  required  more  than  the  customary  two  rooms,  one  on  the 
ground  floor,  and  an  attic  reached  by  a curious  ladder,  it  may  be  assumed  that  even  before  the  birth  of 
Daniel,  the  sixth  child  and  fourth  son,  additions  to  the  original  dwelling  were  being  made.  George  Boone’s 
stone  house  is  still  standing  much  as  it  was  when  he  built  it,  but  Daniel’s  birthplace  was  frequently 
altered  until  it  is  said  a subsequent  owner  pulled  it  down  to  make  room  for  another  house  on  the  land. 
Members  of  the  Boone  family,  however,  and  the  late  Cyrus  T.  Fox,  noted  Reading  historian,  many 
years  later  pointed  out  a cabin  in  the  nearby  orchard  as  Boone’s  birthplace. 

Some  of  the  logs  from  the  original  cabin  were  used  in  building  the  new  home.  It  is  certain  that  the  log 
over  the  fireplace  in  the  kitchen  of  the  new  house  was  the  fireplace  log  from  Squire  Boone’s  homestead, 
for  the  mother  of  the  pioneer,  for  whom  her  son  built  the  new  home,  demanded  that  it  be  used.  She 
delighted  in  telling  the  story  about  Daniel’s  return  to  his  old  home  in  1788,  when  he  brought  his  son 
Nathan  to  the  log  house  in  which  she  was  then  living,  and  showed  his  son  how  tall  he  had  been  as  a boy  by 
placing  his  hand  on  the  log  over  the  fireplace  and  saying,  “Just  so  tall  was  your  dad;  he  was  six  feet  tall.” 

According  to  the  old  calendar  Daniel  was  born  October  24, 1734;  the  corrected  calendar  date  is  November 
2,  1734.  From  his  birth  until  1750  he  lived  on  the  farm,  acquiring  both  from  his  family  and  his  surroundings 
the  love  of  physical  and  civil  freedom  which  characterized  all  his  later  actions. 

From  his  mother,  Sarah  Morgan  Boone,  who  was  of  Welsh  descent,  Daniel  inherited  his  robust  strength 
and  probably  other  features.  From  her  also  he  absorbed  a respect  for  religion  and  a sound  regard  for  his 
own  rights  as  well  as  the  rights  of  others,  for  Sarah  was  not  only  a Quaker;  she  was  permitted  to  act 
as  a traveling  minister  and  “spread  the  light”  of  Quaker  beliefs.  His  mother  apparently  relied  on  Daniel 
even  during  his  childhood,  for  it  was  he  who  helped  her  drive  their  cattle  to  summer  grazing  land  and 
stayed  with  her  during  the  summers. 


His  formal  education  was  extremely  sparse,  as  his  letters  written  in  later  years  testify.  At  that  time 
frontier  schools  were  almost  non-existent.  What  training  in  the  rudiments  of  counting,  reading,  and 
writing  Daniel  received  came  from  the  brief  tutorship  of  an  older  sister-in-law,  Sarah  Day  Boone. 

His  practical  training,  however,  though  largely  self-taught,  was  thorough  almost  from  his  infancy. 
Much  of  his  time  was  spent  tracking  animals  through  the  woods,  and  before  he  was  old  enough  to  be 
allowed  to  carry  a rifle,  Daniel  carved  for  himself  a slender  spear  from  a smooth  sapling  with  one  end 
balanced  by  a small  bunch  of  gnarled  roots.  He  was  also  very  proud  of  what  he  described  as  his  mother’s 
“church  gun,  ” an  old  English  weapon  carried  by  her  for  protection  against  wild  animals  when  she 
walked  to  the  Exeter  Meeting  House  a mile  and  a half  from  their  home.  A year  after  he  was  given  a 
rifle  of  his  own.  Daniel  used  his  mother’s  gun  at  least  on  one  occasion,  for  he  inscribed  on  one  side  of 
the  butt,  “D.  Boone  Killed  a Panther  With  This  Gun.  I was  13  years  old.  1747.” 

But  it  was  the  Pennsylvania  rifle,  misnamed  the  Kentucky  rifle,  which  Daniel  used  most  frequently 
and  which  helped  to  bring  him  his  unparalleled  fame  as  a hunter.  How  much  Daniel  and  his  father  did  to 
perfect  this  weapon,  which  was  partly  responsible  for  the  outcome  of  the  Revolution,  cannot  be  known, 
but  it  is  possible  to  link  their  names  with  it,  for  it  was  perfected  near  their  home. 

The  reason  for  Squire  Boone’s  selling  his  property  and  moving  to  North  Carolina  may  be  that 
he  preferred  to  leave  the  community  where  his  fellow  Quakers  had  read  him  out  of  meeting  for  refusing 
to  condemn  two  of  his  children  who  had  married  “ worldlings  ” — non-Quakers.  Or  it  may  have 
been  because  he  had  the  same  adventurous  spirit  his  son  displayed  so  strongly  a few  years  later,  and  he 
might  have  given  the  same  reply  Daniel  once  made  when  asked  why  he  was  leaving  civilization  for  the 
frontier,  “Too  crowded.  I want  more  elbow  room.”  Whatever  his  reason,  the  entire  Boone  family,  with 
the  exception  of  two  members,  left  Pennsylvania  in  1750. 

Daniel  returned  four  years  later,  coming  into  the  western  part  of  the  territory  as  a teamster  and  black- 
smith in  the  ill-fated  Braddock  expedition  against  the  Indians.  His  second  and  third  eastern  trips  recorded 
in  a cousin’s  Bible  were  made  to  visit  his  old  home  in  1781  and  1788.  On  the  latter  journey  he  was 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  Rebecca,  and  his  son,  Nathan.  Probably  the  last  time  he  was  in  Pennsylvania 
was  to  deliver  supplies  and  ammunition  to  General  St.  Clair’s  army  which  was  stationed  along  the 
Monongahela  River  before  their  1791  campaign  against  the  Indians  in  the  Northwest  Territory. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  Daniel  Boone  did  not  return  more  frequently  to  his  old  home.  He  was  a pioneer 
who  could  not  turn  back.  His  keen  eyes  were  constantly  fixed  on  the  West,  searching  for  anew  frontier 
to  be  opened. 
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